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Our Challenge in the Southeast  
 

• Since 2010, FWS has been petitioned to list over 450 southeastern 

species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). “12-month” 

findings on these species will be made over the next 8-10 years.   

• Through settlements with environmental groups in 2011, FWS is 

required to make proposed or final listing determinations on 251 

candidates for ESA protection and several other species by 2017. 

• These commitments use almost all of the FWS listing budget, limiting 

agency discretion. 

• Keep our focus on conservation of priority species 

 

 





Endangered Species Act (ESA) Listing Refresher 

Endangered:  any species which is in danger of extinction throughout 
all or a significant portion of its range 

 

Threatened:  any species  which is likely to become an endangered 
species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant 
portion of its range. 

 

Listing decisions arrived at by careful analysis of these 5 factors:   
A. The present or threatened destruction, modification, or 

curtailment of the species’ habitat or range 

B. Overutilization for commercial, recreational, scientific, or 
educational purposes 

C. Disease or predation 

D. The inadequacy of existing regulatory mechanisms 

E. Other natural or manmade factors affecting the species’ 
survival. 

 



ESA Listing Refresher (continued) 

 Candidate assessment 

process 

    or 

 Petition process 





Where is this Headed? 
• Data Management  

• Species Status Assessment 

Framework 

– Species status and 

viability can be evaluated 

by a group (including 

partner organizations) 

– Service maintains 

responsibility for individual 

listing decisions 

• Development of a Listing 

Strategy for the Southeast 

Region 

 


