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SFI AND NCASI PARTNER TO ADDRESS THE CLIMATE CHALLENGE WITH
CARBON AND WATER TOOLS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
December 1, 2021

Washington, D.C. and Ottawa, ON—The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) and the
National Council for Air and Stream Improvement, Inc. (NCASI) announced the launch of the
SFI-NCASI Carbon and Water Tools today. These science-based tools will help increase
understanding of how SFI-certified forests can be used as nature-based solutions to help
mitigate climate change and ensure water conservation. These new measurement tools help
quantify the contributions of the 370 million acres/150 million hectares of forestland certified
to the SFI Forest Management Standard in addressing climate change and meeting the water
needs of both society and ecological systems.

“We know the carbon in SFI-certified forests make them essential to reducing the impacts of
climate change. However, quantifying the carbon values associated with SFI-certified forests
can be challenging. These new tools will inform scientists in ways that will advance the
already significant impact of forests toward mitigating climate change and providing for our
water needs,” said Paul Trianosky, SFI's Chief Conservation Officer.

The interactive carbon tool shows forest carbon stocks, rates of sequestration, and long-term
carbon storage in products and allows users to tailor their own queries. The carbon tool
shows that each year, trees in SFI-certified forests in the United States remove 235.3 million
tons of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. This is equal to the emissions from over 170
million cars a year.

The water tool also demonstrates that each year, 24 trillion gallons of water flow through SFI-
certified forests, where water quality values are protected and monitored — enough water to
supply the needs of a city like Los Angeles for more than 150 years. These 68 million acres of
SFI-certified forestland in the U.S. include more than 203,000 miles of streams.

“Combining the forest certification expertise of SFI with the forest science expertise of NCASI
has resulted in the SFI-NCASI Carbon and Water Tools, data-driven products that will help
clarify how sustainable forest management contributes to climate and water solutions while
providing other ecosystem services and products needed by society,” said Dr. Darren Miller,
Vice President of Forestry Programs, NCASI.

SFI and NCASI believe that these tools will be most valuable for those interested in evaluating
the importance of SFI-certified forests for addressing climate change and meeting water
needs, including companies that use SFI-labeled products and academic and non-profit
organizations seeking to better understand the climate and water values of SFI-certified
forests.

“The tools use current data from the USDA Forest Service Forest Inventory and Analysis
program, which is one of the most reliable sources of forest inventory in the U.S.,” said Dr.
Stephen Prisley, Principal Research Scientist, NCASI. These estimates of carbon per acre


https://www.forests.org/carbon-tool/
https://www.forests.org/water-tool/
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across all private, state, and local ownerships were applied to lands certified to the SFI Forest
Management Standard.

NCASI’s membership includes many SFI-certified organizations. NCASI and SFI, working
together, can access the SFI network and conduct research projects at large scales in SFI-
certified forests across the U.S. and Canada.

NCASI's mission aligns well with SFI's collaborative mission and ensures an underpinning of
credible science for forest management and conservation outcomes. NCASI has been a
consistent participant on SFI's Conservation Impact Sounding Board. Their counsel, along with
numerous other conservation organizations and SFI-certified organizations, helped guide the
establishment of SFI's Conservation Impact Project.

“NCASI's research has specifically contributed to building an understanding of conservation
outcomes associated with the implementation of the SFI standards. This new tool is a great
example of how we can work together to have a positive impact on the world’s most pressing
environmental challenges,” said Dr. Darren Sleep, SFI's Senior Director of Conservation
Science and Strategies.

About SFI

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative advances sustainability through forest-focused
collaboration. We are an independent, non-profit organization that leverages four
interconnected pillars of work: standards, conservation, community, and education. SFI works
with the forest sector, conservation groups, academics, researchers, brand owners, resource
professionals, landowners, educators, local communities, Indigenous Peoples, and
governments. Collaborating with our network, we leverage SFI-certified forests and products
as powerful tools to help solve sustainability challenges such as climate action, conservation
of biodiversity, education of future generations, and sustainable economic

development. Learn more.

About NCASI

The National Council for Air and Stream Improvement is a 501 (c)(6) tax-exempt association
organized to serve the forest products industry as a center of excellence providing unbiased,
scientific research and technical information necessary to achieve the industry’s environmental
and sustainability goals. NCASI's mission is to help our members cost-effectively meet their
environmental and sustainability goals through basic and applied research, technical support,
and education. Through execution of our mission, we provide essential support to our forest
products industry members in their efforts to ensure the availability of a sustainably managed
fiber supply, characterize and help improve the effectiveness of pollution control measures at
manufacturing facilities and provide valuable insights and assistance to members in the
manufacture of sustainable forest products. Learn more.
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