Y U
. Celeb) atl%\ Life on Fidalgo |
. % b S ' o

B #IC




EXPERT
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To learn more about becoming an expert contributor,
contact us at jbrierley@bestversionmedia.com
or call 360.708.8960
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DAY SPA
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The Apothecary Spa
360.299.2112

theapothecaryspa.com R/ ‘-\,—-\/-\ .

FINANCIAL

Troy Kunz

Edward Jones
360.293.4581
www.edwardjones.com

LEGAL

Alan Souders
Souders Law Group
360.299.3060
www.souderslaw.com

MEDICAL
Laura Moroney
Island Health
360.299.1300

www.islandhospital.org LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

FOR CURRENT DATES

& HOURS INFORMATION
| TRAILER SERVICES

Isaac Oczkewicz

La Conner Maritime Service
360.424.7338
sales@smileysproservices.com

360-299-1400

www.MajesticlnnAndSpa.com
sales@majesticinnandspa.com
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THE CO-OPS

August 9+ 4-8pm
Skagit Riverwalk

Join us as we celebrate
the Co-op's 50th Anniversary
with live music, free food, and

lots of fun for everyone!

LETTERS TO THE RESIDENTS

The month of August always feels like the
apex of the summer season to me. In terms
of climate, July and August are in a dead heat
statistically with a high temperature of 73 degrees for both
months and the lowest rainfall of the year at 0.9 inches.
However, in August there’s a sense of knowing what’s just
around the corner, weather-wise, which inspires us to get out
and about to savor every last drop of summer fun.

And fun there is in spades! The month kicks oft with the
Anacortes Arts Festival, which is a whole weekend of great
art viewing, craft shopping, kid fun, music, food, and beer.
Following that, there’s the Skagit County Fair and a Brewfest
along the Skagit River in Mount Vernon. Every weekend you
can catch an entertaining concert down at Seafarers Memorial
Park or at the Heart of Anacortes. (See the Calendar of Events
for full details.)

If individual fun is more your thing, opportunities abound.
There are sparkling waters all around us for water sports,
beaches and meadows for picnicking, forest trails for
wandering, rocky outcrops for sunset viewing. Or perhaps
you prefer to sling a hammock between two trees and wile
away the afternoon with a cool drink. Whatever your pleasure,
August is a month to savor life to the fullest, so get out there
and make the most of it!

Cheers,

JOHN BRIERLEY, Publisher

DEAR RESIDENTS

Whether you are new to the region or have
been here for some time, we are all drawn to the
outdoors in some way. Living on an island with
an abundance of forestlands and a unique trail
system, our cover story this month is sure to speak to a piece
of your PNW spirit. Adam McCoy has spent his life immersed
in the local forests riding trails, inspiring him to start a brand
to appeal to that unique culture. He now spends his time
promoting trail building and maintenance to other mountain
bikers, encouraging them to get involved in the process.

Also in this issue: Another lineup of free concerts at the Port; a
complete guide to the Anacortes Arts Festival; the North Cascades
are calling with some amazing hikes this time of year; and John
features NCASI in our first “Under the Radar” series, uncovering
lesser-known local businesses; Anne Doherty educates us on
bees during the height of bee season; and an informative article
on how hard seltzers became a household item.

SADIE YOUNGQUIST,
Content Coordinator
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RESIDENTFEATURE

ecreating in the woods is a
staple of the Pacific Northwest
lifestyle, with many groups
using the evergreen forests as
their playground. Among these groups,
within the mountain biking community,
is a growing subculture of trail builders.
Northwest Adam

McCoy, uses his experience and artistic

Treelines founder,
abilities to promote this specific outdoor
lifestyle to others. While out in the woods,
Adam and his crew showcase the hard work
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that goes into producing the courses that
riders enjoy.

Adam’s understanding of the forests began
at an early age hiking in the community
forest lands. “Anacortes shaped me pretty

hard, I've been navigating those trails as

long as I can remember. My dad would take

me for hikes and have me learn how to get
around” Growing up, Adam would utilize
the trails to connect from one side of the
island to the other on his dirt bike to meet

up with friends. He re-lived the freedom of

By Sadie Youngquist
Photos By E.J. Harris

exploring the ACFL, “Wed hang out all day
riding around Whistle Lake and Cranberry
Lake, back when you could pretty much

ride most of the trails legally with dirt
bikes.”

Much of Adam’s

participating in

youth was spent

extreme sports and
accompanying his father, a contractor, to job
sites learning how to work with tools. Using
these skills, Adam would start creating his
first trails by building motocross trails with

his friends. His family then supported him




to homeschool throughout middle school
so he could focus on competing in the sport.
Adam’s weeks were spent doing homework
on the road as he traveled up and down
the West Coast training and competing.
Motocross is a dangerous sport, and he
would suffer the consequences of it, “I
went through about a dozen broken bones,
sitting out for weeks or months each time.
I'd break a bone, recover, repeat; it's just
that kind of sport” Deciding to attend high
school to get his diploma, Adam finished
out his school days balancing competition
and schoolwork.

After graduation, Adam felt making a
living as an athlete wouldn’t be feasible, so
he attended Skagit Valley College exploring
other options. At the time, snowboarding
and  skateboarding were booming
industries and would eventually influence
him to start his own shop, “It was the late
90s, early 2000s, and these sports were
catching on like fire” When the snowboard
shop that sponsored Adam was about to
transfer ownership, he naturally seemed
like a good fit to takeover. At 20 years old,
Adam set out on his first business venture
with Hidden Wave Boardshop. With a
desirable location, he attracted clientele
from all over Northwest Washington, “I ran
the largest snowboard shop north of Seattle
for about 15 years. We had a killer team
with the best riders in the area riding for

my shop”

Outside of work, Adam was spending an
increasing amount of time in the Cascade
foothills mountain biking, “I would say

Olsen Tree Service

QUALITY TREE CARE
PERFORMED WITH COURTESY
Certified Arborist Led (#PN6359A)

- 360.941.3189

over the last 10 to 20 years, the sport has
evolved on a massive scale. Folks were
heading up into the woods and building
their own lines and jumps trying to get
what they wanted out of it” Inspired by
his days spent building and riding trails,
he wanted to start a project that spoke to
that unique culture. The idea of Treelines
Northwest came from his time recreating in

the woods and what he experienced there.

With a shift in the economy, Adam was
given a nudge to move forward with his
Treelines project while still running the
snowboard shop. He began designing a
brand specifically for the riders putting
work in on the trails. “Tt sounded so ultra-
niche to base a clothing brand around
building trails that I didn’t think it could
ever be a big thing, but this little niche has

Contact Us Today

Whidbey Tech Solutions
offers a wide range of IT
support services to fit your
business needs. With our
knowledgable staff, we can find a
solution for your technology challenges.

grown quite a bit” Not to be mistaken as a
trail building company, Adam emphasizes
they are more of a lifestyle brand promoting
a particular way of life, “Our goal is to
encourage people to get involved in the
process of building and maintaining trails,

not just riding them.”

The Treelines’ crew has evolved since the
early stages of the company, gaining respect
and credibility in the industry as well as a
significant following on social media. “A
lot goes into making a trail, researching the
land, and mapping it out. You'll spend a
few days scouting the trail before you even
begin to build” Adam went on to point out
the importance of having trails, “A lot of
people don't like the idea of building trails,
but a good trail will help preserve the forest

by keeping traffic contained” With a ton of

Helping Your Business
Embrace Technology

Office: 360.639.8715

Support@whidbeytechsolutions.com  www.whidbeytechsolutions.com

FIDALGO LIVING // 5



rogue trails built over the years by riders, mountain biking clubs
have formed to protect and maintain them. The organized efforts
of the clubs create stewardships and provide a standard of safety,
organization, and cleanliness. Adam elaborated on the mission of
his company, “The story of Treelines is more about the support
that goes back into the mountain biking community. We like to
sponsor and get involved in a lot of club builds.”

When not out working on the trails with his crew, Adam is
running his screen-printing shop in Burlington with the help of
his wife, Carrie. The popularity of Adam’s apparel has gone beyond
the niche trail building market. Influenced by Northwest concepts,
he designs and prints all his apparel, from t-shirts to hand crafted
firecans. The firecans were initially created to keep his crew warm
in the winters, which is the time of year most conducive for trail
building. Learning by trial and error, he has built a loyal following
of outdoor enthusiasts, “I feel like as you progress and your art
gets better, your customer base also expects better from you. As
you improve, develop, and progress, people really like that and
appreciate it”

On his free time, Adam still hits the local trails on his dirt bike.
An accident on his bike in 2022 was a reminder of the dangers of
the sport, “I shattered my femur and have about 20 screws in my
leg, I couldn’t walk for almost four months”” It hasn’t deterred him
from being out on the trails, he’s been back to riding and building

and still recreates in the ACFL on a regular basis with his wife and
son. Adam values living on Fidalgo Island and wouldn’t want to
be anywhere else, “I love being a local. I feel like our home is an
Airbnb, being able to step outside to hike and fish all the time.”
His plans are to continue to pour his energy into his brand, family,
and crew, engaging in the outdoors as much as possible, while
encouraging the younger two-wheeled generations to respect the
trails and all user groups of the forest.

Do you know a neighbor who has a story to share?

Nominate your neighbor to be featured in one of our upcoming issues!
Contact us at syoungquist@bestversionmedia.com

REGISTER NOW!

Fueling Education Fun Run
asfkids.com/funrun

Sunday, Sept. 17
Washington Park

Anacortes
a S Schools
Foundation
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ANACORTES NEIGHBORHOOD HOMES

Address Bath Bed DOM Sq Ft List Price Sold Price
3910 Bay Lane 35 4 42 4373  $1,850,000.00 $1750000.00
2002 Kansas Ave 3.25 3 23 3,731 $1,495,000.00 $1420250.00
4208 Osprey Lane 25 4 264 3963  $1429,900.00 $1395000.00
1911 8th St 15 3 2,330 $1,300,000.00 $1300000.00
14371 Rosario Rd 3 3 1 4,315 $1,299,000.00 $1279000.00
2306 Hickory Dr 25 4 12 3,750 $1139,000.00 $1139000.00
2310 Dover Dr 175 2 30 1,270 $1,000,000.00 $1050000.00

§ 4230 Bryce Dr 3 4 44 2,861 $1,050,000.00 $1042500.00
H 2309 Sundown Ct 2.25 4 15 2,625  $1,025000.00 $1015000.00
4711 Hickory Dr 4 4 75 3942 $1,045000.00 $1000000.00
11658 Terry Place 2.25 3 19 1,640 $1,200,000.00 $1000000.00
1304 32nd St 175 5 35 2,612 $950,000.00 $930000.00
5918 Sunset Ave 2 5 2 2,810 $890,000.00 $890000.00
13805 Seaview Wy 25 4 73 2,796 $875,000.00 $845000.00
3919 6th St 2.25 4 2 2184 $849,000.00 $827775.00
13551 Slice St 25 4 74 3,975 $839,787.00 $807000.00
2314 42nd Place 25 3 35 2,388 $788,000.00 $765000.00
2317 35th Ct 25 3 49 2,10 $789,000.00 $750000.00
6092 State Route 20 2.25 3 53 4174 $729,000.00 $660000.00
2302 15th St 2.25 3 4 1772 $635,000.00 $650000.00
5610 Kingsway 2 3 5 1,816 $629,000.00 $629000.00

| 4606 San Juan Ave 25 3 17 2,452 $659,000.00 $610000.00
! 14932 Lincoln St 1 2 4 1,296 $595,000.00 $600000.00
2215 26th St 175 3 1,344 $585,000.00 $585000.00

| 1808 Island Place 25 3 3 3183 $575,000.00 $575000.00

‘ : 4008 4th St 175 4 40 1,216 $540,000.00 $565000.00
= S e SAEE 512 4th St 175 4 242 1,637 $560,000.00 $545000.00

Best Version Media does not guarantee the accuracy of the statistical data on this page. The data does not represent the listings of any one agent or agency but represents the activity of
the real estate community in the area. Any real estate agent's ad appearing in the magazine is separate from the statistical data provided which is in no way a part of their advertisement.

Move with —
‘ LEAH COURAGE
Courage. BN

OWNER ¢ CRS ¢ CLHMS » ABR
MCNE ¢ MRP e SRES

\ ) k- W C: 360.317.8888
d : Leah@CourageGroupRealty.com

I HE
COURAGE
GROUP v
WITH - JON RUSSELL
ONE Real Estate : 7 REALTOR® * TEAM MANAGER
A C: 360.395.8535
360.391.5423 e A Jon@CourageGroupRealty.com

804 Commercial Avenue
Anacortes, WA 98221
www.CourageGroupRealty.com
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COMMUNITYEVENT

A Spectacular Showcase of Entertainment
AT THE 2023 ANACORTES ARTS FESTIVAL

By Meredith Mcllmoyle, Festival Director

e

62nD

ANACORTES
ARTS FESTIVAL

The Anacortes Arts Festival, an
annual celebration of art and
culture, celebrates its 62nd year
this August 4 - 6. The festival's
vibrant

atmosphere extends

beyond the visual arts, as
musicians and performers grace
the three stages throughout the

weekend.

As always, the festival promises
to be a feast for the senses, with
a diverse range of entertainment
With
collaborations with the Manieri Foundation spearheading the

options. continued

programming of the jazz stage and the Anacortes Music Project
curating the Port Stage, festivalgoers are in for a treat. This year's

HAVEN

FINANCIAL PARTNERS
Elliott H. Johnson. CFP*

TRANSFORM
RMD'S INTO
QUALIFIED
CHARITABLE
DONATIONS

Doing good is often
reward enough, but ]
charity and tax K/

Anna-Maria Finn-Hurley
Client Relations Manager

deductions can go

hand in hand.

360-755-3781
713 Commercial Avenue, Anacortes Wa. 98221
www.HavenFinancialPartners.com

Baxter Anderson
Branch Associate

8 // AUGUST 2023

Anacortes

lineup features a host of talented performers, including some
crowd favorites and some new-to-the festival entertainers.

THE JAZZ STAGE

The Manieri Foundation, renowned for its commitment to
preserving and promoting jazz music, will once again program the
jazz stage at the Anacortes Arts Festival. This year's lineup promises
to captivate jazz enthusiasts with performances by exceptional
artists. The smooth sounds of Nearly Dan will transport audiences
back to the golden age of Steely Dan, while Cambalache will infuse
Latin rhythms into their jazz fusion style, creating a truly unique
musical experience. The Whistle Lake Quartet will showcase their
virtuosity and improvisational skills, leaving listeners in awe of
their musical mastery. Jazz aficionados will not want to miss these
extraordinary performances that pay homage to the genre's rich
heritage.

THE MAIN STAGE

The main stage at the Anacortes Arts Festival will come alive with
an eclectic mix of genres and energetic performances. Prepare
to be mesmerized by the spellbinding talent of Geoftrey Castle,
a renowned electric violinist who blends classical, rock, and
Celtic music with electrifying showmanship. Desolation Sound,
a local favorite, will bring their infectious blend of folk, blues,
and rock, leaving the audience craving for more. The Beatdown
Saints will deliver a high-octane performance of gritty rock and
roll, guaranteed to have attendees on their feet and rocking out.
Mama Dirty Skirt will bring their unique fusion of soul, funk,
and blues, setting the stage ablaze with their powerful vocals and
dynamic stage presence. These exceptional acts promise to leave

Habitat ad



a lasting impression on festivalgoers, showcasing the depth
and diversity of the contemporary music scene in the Pacific
Northwest.

THE PORT STAGE

The Anacortes Music Project takes charge of programming
the Port Stage, ensuring a vibrant lineup of talented musicians
from a variety of genres. John VanDeusen, a gifted singer-
songwriter, will captivate the audience with his heartfelt

lyrics and melodic tunes. The Karl Blau Band will take the
stage with their signature indie-folk sound, characterized by
rich harmonies and introspective songwriting. Savage Blues,
true to their name, will deliver an electrifying performance of
blues-rock that will leave listeners craving for more. Rounding
out the lineup, The Enthusiasts will infuse their alternative
rock sound with catchy hooks and infectious energy, creating
an immersive and memorable experience for all in attendance.

As festivalgoers make their way between the three stages,
they will find themselves immersed in all things art. From the
225 booth artists, with a diverse range of artistic mediums,
including painting, sculpture, jewelry, photography, and

more. To the Arts at the Port Fine Art Show, with impressive

lineup of both local and internationally renowned artists. To
the Working Studios, where guests can engage with artists
and their creative process. And, a stop for a good ol festival
corndog or an artisan woodfired pizza to refuel is always a
good idea.

Whether festival-goers spend a few minutes listening to one
of the more than 40 entertainers or spend three days soaking
in all of the music and art....one thing is for sure, the 2023
Anacortes Arts Festival promises to be an unforgettable

celebration of art, music, community, and culture.

- 8
Beth Bell A Retirement Community

Design Consultant : ( ‘ g(;;HANDLERS

Experience

Expertise
Passion U Anacortes’ Premier

: - Retirement Living Community

indow Fashions
Slab Countertops
Tile & Stone
Flooring
LCabineT*ts ‘

WARM | CLEAN | SAFE | SECURE

Boarding & Daycare for Dogs & Cats
Indoor / Outdoor Exercise Facilities
Pet Grooming & Training On-Site
Hourly | Daily | Weekly

Mount Vernon Carpet One Floor & Home

400 W Fir Street 1300 O AVE. 360.675.4483
Mount Vernon, WA 98273 7 ANACORTES, WA 98221 2945 Taylor Road, Oak Harbor

[MOUNT VERNON

360-416-2331 % www.thedogwoodonwhidbey.com

www.mvcarpetone.com i 3 60—293 - 1 3 00

Bv Appointment Onl Beautiful. Made Affordable” DISCOVER VISA ACTIVE DUTY 9
bl}afellgmvcarpetone.c}(f)m S WWW.CHANDLERSQUARE.COM J ® | 0 Lt
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Home. We help
you make it so.

Count on our experts to guide you
through the home loan process and
offer the right solution for your situation.
Ask us about financing for your home,
construction or lot purchase.

BANNER
B ANK

Let's create tomorrow, together.

Kara Gonzalez
NMLS# 713581
Residential Loan Officer
360-422-3653

Cody Ellison
NMLS# 1115516
Residential Loan Officer
360-391-5577

Terri Montana
NMLS# 507145
Residential Loan Officer
360-914-0002

bannerbank.com

LIVE | PLAY | WORK
Its all at the Port of Anacortes

Ideally situated between Seattle, Washington and
Vancouver, British Columbia, the Port of Anacortes
supports jobs, environmental health, and quality
of life in our community today and for the future.

SLIP
1 UU MARINA 3
with 118+ dedicated guest slips, deep water
surrounded by a 1-mile esplanade SHIPPING BERTHS

80+ 24/7 $65M

acres of operations at in environmental
COMMERCIAL ANACORTES CLEANUPS
~PROPERTY ’ AIRPORT
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Member FDIC St
LENDER

SAFE HARBOR

Funeral Service

5”’//) ce 70\\
< 5ince ™
& shington Families S

We at Safe Harbor Funeral Service are pleased to announce a
$450 discount off all of our funeral plan pricing for the following
individuals and their immediate and extended family members:

« Veterans « Credit Union Members  « In-Home Care Patients
« Active Military « AARP Members
« First Responders
« Health Care Providers - Hospice Patients

« Teachers « Assisted Living Residents

« Skilled Nursing Facility Patients
+ Social Security Recipients
« Disability Payment Recipients

« AMAC Members

Please stop by our Anacortes office to pick up our Plans Price List.

360.201.9860 | 1010 34th St, Suite A Anacortes

Don't let pain keep you down.

Minimally
invasive,
non-surgical

pain intervention

ISLAND

SPORTS
& SPINE

2511 M Ave, Anacortes
360.299.4929
islandhealth.org/spine




COMMUNITYEVENT

Port of Anacortes

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 2 SRR

Memorial Park

6pm - 8pm
By Kristy Southard, Events Coordinator for the Port of Anacortes P P

AUGUST 25: EDEN

Eden is a rock/blues/pop band from
the Pacific Northwest, fronted by
the powerhouse vocals of Savanna
Woods, a recent Top 20 artist
on NBC’s The Voice. Savannas
unique voice is paired with these
incredibly talented musicians to
create an impactful and energetic
sound: Aaron Hiebert on electric
guitar, Jason Edwards on drums,
and Ethan Gibbons on bass. They
play a dynamic range of original
music, paired with covers from the
60’s through today. From Fleetwood
Mac, to AC/DC, to Stevie Ray
Vaughan, they are guaranteed to get

AUGUST 11: DUSTY 45S

you grooving!
The Dusty 45s have inspired and fired
up crowds for over two decades to the
delight of fans and critics alike. With their
signature style and unique sound, the band
is a consistently powerful and energetic
player in the Americana field.

AUGUST 18: VICTIMS OF LOVE

Victims of Love - A Tribute to the Eagles,
is composed of five Seattle-area music
veterans who formed a project to give
anyone within earshot the opportunity to
hear the Eagles songs they love played live.
Victims of Love dedicated themselves to
the perfect recreation of the Eagles 5-part
harmonies and intrinsic instrumentation
and guitar work from the Eagles best-
selling albums. Come out and catch a

A TRIBUTE TO THE EAGLES

Victims of Love show to enjoy all your
favorite Eagles songs performed live!
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THE GREAT OUTDOORS

The Unofficial Hiking Guide

TO THE NORTH CASCADES
By Sadie Youngquist

Peak hiking season is upon us! This is the time of year when it really
pays off to live in the Northwest. We truly live in a unique place with an
abundance of options for enjoying the outdoors. And when it comes to
spectacular hikes, the North Cascades delivers. The hikes on this list are
just a few hours' drive from Anacortes, and depending on snowpack, are
typically open July through October. It’s always advised to get an early start
when hiking during peak season, as the trails can get very busy and parking
can be limited.

We will kick it off with one of my favorite hikes, Winchester Mountain.
This hike is short and sweet, about three miles round trip, and you get
the most reward for your effort. But the road to get to the trailhead is a
little more treacherous than usual and is navigated more easily with a high-
clearance vehicle. Winchester Mountain trailhead is at the end of Twin
Lakes Rd, located off Highway 542 to Mt. Baker. The Twin Lakes area at the
bottom of the trailhead offers some great camping spots or be first to the
fire lookout on the top of Winchester to claim it for the night.

If you are looking for a
more challenging hike
with a less challenging
road, Yellow Aster Butte
delivers similar views as
Winchester
Also located on Twin
Lakes Road off Highway
542, the
located

=
=
—
—
=
=

Mountain.

trailhead is
about halfway
up the road. This hike is

more accessible but also

more crowded. Hiking

seven and a half miles round trip, this trail is most popular
in the fall when the colors on the trail begin to pop.

Another winner off the Mt. Baker Highway is Skyline
Divide located on Coleman Glacier Road. This hike is
relatively short, four miles round trip, and delivers some
amazing views of Mt Baker up close. The wildflowers
are beautiful but it also draws bugs and flies. Otherwise,
this hike is moderate and scenic, making it popular with
families.

Sauk Mountain is a great hike at a lower elevation, located
on Sauk Mountain Road off Highway 20. This hike is well
suited for beginner hikers, with the distance only being
four miles roundtrip, and the road accessing the trailhead
is drivable in most vehicles. You are rewarded with views

Check out
my Google
reviews
online!
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Servmg all of Whatcom and Skagit Counties Since 1978

LOCAL ANACORTES CARPET CLEANER
HONEST ¢ RELIABLE - PROFESSIONAL
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Carpet | Upholstery | Tile & Grout

Call Chris at 360-391-8745 www.acecleannw.com



of the valley the entire way up, being greeted with a view
of Mt. Baker at the top. It is suggested to do this hike on a
weekday, if possible, but beware of logging trucks that still
use this road.

Another favorite located off Highway 20 on Baker Lake
Road is Park Butte. This eight-mile round trip hike leads
you to an historic fire lookout, that is also available to camp
in on a first come first serve basis. Although it’s a little more
on the lengthy side, this hike is moderately challenging
with a lower elevation gain compared to others. Park Butte
provides a range of scenery including meadows, rivers, and
valleys, and you will enjoy panoramic views of Mt. Baker
and Twin Sisters at the top.

Mount Pilchuck, probably the most heavily trafficked trail
on this list, is located off the scenic Mountain Loop Highway.
The road to Mount Pilchuck is easy to navigate, and the hike
delivers panoramic views from the top. Just shy of a six-mile
roundtrip hike, you will finish at an historic fire lookout with
views of Mt. Baker, Mt. Rainier, and the Olympics. Beware
of the crowds on this hike and visit on a weekday if possible.
Although I usually get away with hiking in my tennis shoes
for most of these hikes, this one was worthy of hiking shoes/
boots due to the trail having an abundance of rocks.

If you are hiking with littles, or just looking for a less
strenuous hike, the Big Four Ice Caves is a short two-mile
roundtrip hike located off the Mountain Loop Highway.
Hikers of all ages and abilities can enjoy this hike. The hike
leads you to a viewpoint where you can see ice caves that
have formed under Big Four Mountain. The best time to
visit is starting about mid-August when the caves are more

visible.
~
R
CascadeValley s
SENIOR LIVING
Assisted Living & Memory Care lﬂ' use
MEMORY CARE

AlciannLER'S
e SQUARE

F '§‘ ANIMAL

ICAL CENTER

A'SUPPORTIVE LIVING ENVIRONMENT DEDICATED TO
HONORING THOSE ON THE JOURNEY OF MEMORY LOSS

EXCEPTIONAL CARE
FOR YOUR PET
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Enjoy an Active Lifestyle

X fo{ through Events, Activities &
T Community Connection
Located in a Stunning
Wooded Retreat-like Setting Call Today 360-399-7263
Call today to schedule a tour! 3502 K Avenue
360_ 293_ 2 1 86 360-435-3222 ¢ CascadeValley.net Anacortes, WA 98221

www.fidalgovets.com L 8400 207th Place NE, Arlington, WA ) www.lighthousememorycareanacortes.com
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BUSINESSPROFILE

Under
the Radar

By John Brierley

NCASI

This month we are starting a new series which features local
enterprises doing interesting work but which go largely unrecognized
in the community.

In a modest house close to downtown, there is an agency
carrying out important scientific work to protect water quality
in our region and well beyond. The National Council for Air and
Stream Improvement Inc., NCASI, is a non-profit organization
with the goal of providing the forest products industry with the
scientific data needed to make informed decisions regarding their
environmental and sustainability obligations.

Longtime residents of Anacortes may remember the Scott Paper
Mill which was located near present-day Seafarers Memorial
Park. While the mill provided much-needed employment, it also
produced noxious smells plus air, water, and land pollution. These
environmental concerns eventually lead to its closure in 1978.
However, even in this digital age, we still require paper in all its
various forms and so Washington State is home to 12 pulp and
paper mills.

The Clean Water Act of 1972 established standards to which any
industry discharging water must comply. This would include not
only paper mills but also water treatment facilities, refineries, etc.
To maintain a discharge permit, these industries must demonstrate
that their discharges have no harmful effects on local habitats,
water quality, and aquatic life. This is where NCASI comes in. Their
research studies provide unbiased, scientific data to mills to ensure
their compliance with state standards.

A brief article like this cannot do justice to the full extent of
NCAST’s services. In addition to water quality issues, the agency
studies air quality, chemical management, forestry practices, and
sustainable manufacturing. Locally, the Anacortes branch has
conducted a long-term study of the effects of pulp & paper mill
effluent in rivers. They have also studied the effects of herbicides
on forest management. Apparently, prior to replanting, some
forest companies use herbicides to clear out vegetation which
would compete with tree seedlings. NCASI studied the effects of
these herbicides on aquatic plants in lab-based experiments. The
good news: applied judiciously, the herbicides had minimal effect,
especially as they are only applied every 25 years or so.

Although most of the research the Anacortes branch carries out
does not apply to our immediate area, they can occasionally be
seen out in the field. Recently, for example, they were spotted at
Cranberry Lake testing out sampling equipment for use elsewhere.

In researching this article, I interviewed the Senior Program
Manager in Anacortes, Camille Flinders, who was a great help
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in translating scientific terminology into plain English. She
clearly feels a strong sense of mission about her work. “We're
all environmentalists here,” she explained. “We all need paper
(dabbing her nose with a Kleenex) and want it to be produced in
a way that is environmentally sound” As she showed me around
the lab, she expressed her excitement about their research. She
mentioned the fascination that many scientists must experience in
asking questions and then working to provide answers.

Camille’s final words to me were, “I'm so lucky to be able to do this
important work here in Anacortes. It’s such a great place to live!”

For more information about NCASI see www.ncasi.org.

I am indebted to Tom Graf for proposing this article. If you have
suggestions for other “Under the Radar” businesses or non-profits,
please email me at jbrierley@bestversionmedia.com.

FIDALGO FINANCIAL PLANNING LLc

www.FidalgoFinancial.com

Financial advice, guidance and planning to help
you better understand your money and finances.

Helping you with:

+ Financial planning and advice as you near retirement

+ Financial guidance as your life changes - such as
new family, widowed, inheritance, divorce

» 2nd Opinions for DIY investors

Hourly ‘Fee Only’ Pricing * In-person or Virtual meetings

Contact %

us today. 360.631.3869



At The Apothecary Spa discover and enjoy
the beauty you deserve...Inspired
professionals dedicated to providing
pleasant guest experiences. Enjoy your Life!

Massage - Hydrafacial - LED Therapy
Salt - Float - Infrared - Body
Packages and Gift Certificates available.
Ask about our Memberships!

Now in 2 locations to serve you. E‘@
Anacortes - 419 Commercial Ave. & ¥
Burlington - 320 E. Fairhaven Ave. ="

360-299-2112 theapothecaryspa.com

YOUR FULL LINE HARDWARE
AND RENTAL SERVICE STORE

360-293-4575

1102 Commercial Ave, Anacortes

Scan for a map
to our store.

Bé&st| SEBO’S HENER
HARDWARE & RENTAL

& SEBO'S

HARDWARE & RENTAL

If you don't see what you are
looking for in our ad, visit our website at

www.heneryhardware.com
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“Serving Others As We Would
Like To Be Served.”

Michelle N. Mance
Attorney Member,
Washington Bar

Alan R. Souders
Attorney & Professional Engineer
Member, Washington
&Federal Bars

An Outcome Oriented Civil Practice for your Family, Property & Business

913 7TH ST. ANACORTES, WA 98221
360-299-3060

FAMILY PROPERTY

BUSINESS |

Life Care Planning Residential Real Estate Business Formations
Wills &Trusts Land Use & Easements Construction Law
Elder Law Homeowners Associations Contracts & Agreements
Probate & Estate Settlement Commercial Real Estate Disputes & Litigation

WWW.SOUDERSLAW.COM

Ready for life's
milestones? Let's talk.

Troy W Kunz, CFP*, AAMS"®
Financial Advisor

1120 12th Street

Anacortes, WA 98221
360-293-4581

edwardjones.com

Edward Jones’

Member SIPC MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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August 4-6

ANACORTES ARTS FESTIVAL
@Commercial Avenue, Anacortes
This  huge
Commercial Avenue from 10th street to
the port dock on the Guemes Channel
Waterfront, with vendors of every kind.

festival  stretches down

The event includes booth artisans of every
kind, main, jazz, and waterfront stages,
beer and wine gardens, food trucks, and a
kid’s discovery zone.

Time: Varies by day. See website.

Cost: Free

anacortesartsfestival.com

Every Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
through August 12

BLACKROCK THEATRE PRESENTS
SHAKESPEARE

@ The Rexville Grange, Mount Vernon
An  outdoor presentation of
Shakespearean plays. This year enjoy “The
Tempest” and “The Taming of the Shrew”
Bring your chairs and blankets and enjoy
an evening under the stars.

Time: Thursday through Saturday: 7pm.

two

Sunday: 4pm

Cost: $18.00 General Admission,
$15 Student Admission,

$50 Family Admission (4)
www.shakesnw.org

August 9

SKAGIT VALLEY FOOD CO-OP'S 50TH
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
@Riverwalk Plaza, Mount Vernon

Put on your party hat and dancing shoes
and join us for the celebration of the (half)
century as we celebrate the Co-op’s 50th
Anniversary on the Magic Skagit! Our
Golden Jubilee will be a jolly good time
with local food, drinks, live music, and
family-friendly fun. Bring a friend, bring a
chair, and we'll see you there.

Time: 4pm - 8pm

Cost: Free
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August 9-12

THE SKAGIT COUNTY FAIR

@Skagit County Fairgrounds,

Mount Vernon

exhibits, livestock
barns, roving entertainment including
juggling and dinocrew characters, 4H

Live entertainment,

programs, FFA exhibits, rodeo, horse arena
and other events, food vendors, and circus
acts.

Time: See the website.

Cost: See the website.
skagitcounty.net/departments/fair

August 12

BREWEFEST ON THE SKAGIT, 2023
@Edgewater Park, Mount Vernon

The 21st Annual Brewfest will feature
dozens of local craft brews, three of the
region’s most popular bands, leisure games,
vendors, and local food trucks. Advance
tickets can be purchased through the
Lincoln Theatre in Mount Vernon.

Time: 12pm - 7pm

Cost: $35 (includes 6 tastings).

$23 Designated Driver (no beer script)
www.lincolntheatre.org

August 11, 18, & 25

PORT OF ANACORTES

FREE CONCERT SERIES

@Seafarers Memorial Park

The Dusty 45s have inspired and fired
up crowds for over two decades to the
delight of fans and critics alike. With their
signature style and unique sound, the band
is a consistently powerful and energetic
player in the Americana field. On August
18 catch Victims of Love - A Tribute to the
Eagles, composed of five Seattle-area music
veterans who formed a project to give
anyone within earshot the opportunity to
hear the Eagles songs they love played live.
On August 25 catch Eden, a rock/blues/pop
band from the Pacific Northwest, fronted by
the powerhouse vocals of Savanna Woods,
a recent Top 20 artist on NBC’s The Voice.
Time: 6pm - 8 pm

Cost: Free
www.portofanacortes.com/events

August 12

CITY OF ANACORTES FREE

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

@The Heart of Anacortes

The Pension King and the Dependents
are an acoustic-driven soul rock and
country band. Playing both original music
and covers not often heard, this band is
definitely one to see.

Time: 6pm - 8pm | Cost: Free
www.theheartofanacortes.com/events

August 19

CITY OF ANACORTES FREE

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES

@The Heart of Anacortes

The Savage Blues Band’s roots go back to
the late 1960s when MVHS high school
pals John Savage, Kim Westenhaver and
Ken Morrison formed a garage band.
John Savage went on to be a standout
professional musician and music educator,
with proficiency on guitar, keyboards, and
bass.

Time: 6pm - 8pm | Cost: Free
www.theheartofanacortes.com/events

August 19

FLY DAY

@Heritage Flight Museum, Burlington
Hear them Roar and Watch them Soar.
Heritage Flight Museum is one of the very
few places in our area to see the spectacle
of vintage warbirds in flight. From a single-
ship fighter to a formation of T-6s, there is
always something exciting going on. The
museum loves their aircraft, the history
they represent, and the opportunity to
share their passion with visitors. Between
sorties, there is plenty to see including the
museum’s exhibits, kid’s activities, and an
on-site food vendor.

Time: 10am - 4pm

Cost: $12 adult, $10 senior, $5 children
heritageflight.org



August 19

22nd ANNUALREADY TO LEARN FAIR
@Anacortes High School

The annual Ready to Learn Fair is sponsored
by the Anacortes Schools Foundation (ASF)
and is open to students and families who
need a little help to start the school year off
on the right foot. FREE backpacks, school
supplies, books, socks and underwear,
gently used clothing, haircuts and lots of
resources are provided. ASF needs many
volunteers to make this event a success.
Time: 10am - 12pm

Cost: Free

August 26

CITY OF ANACORTES FREE SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES

@The Heart of Anacortes

The Enthusiasts! Feet stomping, homemade
and heart-full rock and roll. Based and

August 26

ROCKING THE VINEYARD

@Bertelsen Winery, Mount Vernon

A one-day event packed full of exciting local
entertainment all day long. On-site food
vendors, Bertelsen wine, and local craft
beer. VIP seating includes round tables
near the front section and lawn seating is
also available. You are welcome to bring
your own blankets, folding chairs, small
tables, and coolers for water and snacks
(see size restrictions on the website).

Time: 1pm

Cost: $45 and up

bertelsenwinery.com

August 26

FIDALGO BAY DAY

@Fidalgo Bay Resort

Fidalgo Bay Day is a FREE, fun, and
educational event for the entire family,

displays, kid-friendly craft activities, games,
prizes, and samples of tasty local seafood.
Time: 11am - 3pm

Cost: Free

\gw,

\CAP SANTE COURT
X Retirement Community

Active Independent ‘
Senior Community

W

« Updated Apartments
« All Inclusive
- Utilities plus 100 channel cable & Wifi
+ Fresh, Home-made meals
- Light Housekeeping
« Complimentary On-site Laundry Facility

placed in Anacortes, WA, celebrating the where we celebrate our local estuaries’ « Pet Friendly

al?surd beauty of life. l?eauty, hlstor‘y, and wonderful marine I St e e s
Time: 6pm - 8pm life. There will be lots of indoor and www.CapSanteCourt.com
Cost: Free outdoor activities to enjoy including live

Come in for a Tour Today! 360-293-8088

SHEARWATER | Maritime
UNIVERSITY.COM | Education

Community Sailing & Cruising

Best Practices in Maritime meets Best Practices in Education

www.theheartofanacortes.com/events marine critters, interactive educational

Toss i1t

—— Junk removal
HAVE JUNK? (360) 854-8409

We recycle, donate or re-purpose everything possible before taking to the transfer station.

e Soil Delivery

* Garage Clean Out
e Donation Pick Up

e Light Demolition

¢ Property Clean Out

Sail, Power & Cruise Programs on Our Exceptional Boats
¢ Internationally recognized Certification Classes
¢ Cruise with family, friends and other Community members

¢ Robust programs for beginning and experienced boaters

—\ Custom Training on Your Boat —_—
% . .
Owner, Rudy Cavanaugh facebook.com/Tossit360 U S Tailored to your sail or power boat, your
Burlington, WA 98233 www. Tossit360.com t? ~DM8  background, your goals, your location A TNG

Finnegan
and Associates riic
ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Finnegan and Associates PLLC focuses on Family Law
with an emphasis on providing personalized support

Jor our client’s unique legal needs.

Tracy D. Finnegan

415 S. First St., Mount Vernon, WA 98273 | (360) 336-2000 | www.tdfinnegan.law
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An enticing selection of EJ H ARR

common & uncommon plants S PHOTOGRA

Vintage Home & Garden Gifts

www.christiansonsnursery.com
15806 Best Rd., Mount Vernon Drone Photography

360-466-3821 " Documentary
: and more..

541.561. 1270 ;
Nursery & Greenhouse
15008 st od,Mount Vamon, WA273 WWW. ejharrlsphotog raphy com

AMERICAN DREAM

-

REAL ESTATE services INC

Portraits / Family.
Headshots / Real Estate

FORBES A. HANSEN, BROKER

Serving you with honesty and integrity.

cat: 360-507-5175
Office: 360-588-1515
Fax: 360-588-1500

forbesahansen@gmail.com
forbeshansen.com

Wills - Trusts - Powers of Attorney - Probates
Medicaid Asset Protection - Special Needs Trusts
Elder Abuse Issues - Geriatric Care Management

www.elderlaw-nw.com MEYERS NEUBECK & HULFORD

Helping families make the right move.
ELDER LAW AND ESTATE PLANNING

LANDSCAPE DESIGN * INSTALLATION ¢ MAINTENANCE ——

Whatcom | Skagit | Lic#PROSCI 98516

2001

t| 360-293:3221

www.usProScapes.com

b
BBB.

Landscape Design | Curb Appeel | Pergolas | Patios | Fire Pits | Fencing | Decks | Clean Ups
Retzining Wells | Walkways | Irigation | Dry Creek Beds | Drainage | Full Service Maintenance

Free Estimates Proven| Trusted | Reliable

Peace of mind for you and your boat, on and off the water.

LA CONNER - Haul out and storage to 110 tons.
MARITIME «Volvo Penta dealer - IPS specialists.
+ Mobile Service Technicians.
S E R V I C E - Fiberglass, & Painting services. VOLVO
« Serving Skagit, Island, and San Juan counties. IPTIEINT A

360-466-3629 | sales@laconnermaritime.com
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PUZZLEPAGE

‘The Dog Days
of Summer

By Tim Harrison

IRG PHYSICAL & HAND THERAPY
ANACORTES

rWE OFFER:
Post-Operative & Orthopedic Rehabilitation
Motor Vehicle Rehabilitation

Sports Injury Rehabilitation

Hand Therapy

ASTYM®

Athletic Training Services

FREE Injury Screens

Proud provider of athletic training services to
Anacortes High School!

1610 C ial Ave, Suite 1-A f
Anacor?ez‘,n\}s;«c;&ﬂe ¢ g'wal H E
360-682-0361 | IRGPT.COM ""VOUR BEST SELF
ENDPP JJHNWOFTMQ | Bege
W E O Q C R K G Z G S N E G S Chihuahua CASH INCENTIVES
M WBR L E URIRMP T P V A Dobermann
S F EE I TBETEUAAYU PUPU Greyhound FOR ENERGY
CASCADE
T ORLMNESVY Z L AR 1 vy H | Hhasadpso E I:’gifllb\lgs NATURAL GAS |
Malamute In the Community to Sei ’
B UM 1l DI A HUAS KH R A U "
Newfoundlander ) o )
ENAERUOTGOAMAGOWE U . Submit your invoice online at:
Pointer ..
www.cngc.com/energy-efficiency
R DNWET PLUNUUHMS N H Pyrenees
N L N T HH E NH T L H N E | Poodle
A AV T P J T D C E | C E E H Pug
RNSOENO QG CSHHTLTL s c | Rotweiler
Schnauzer
D DV RHX X UTG D P B C B
Shepherd
Z E A C S G Q@ Z Y OB S U Vv Zz Shihtzu
FRPMBGUTKTOUHNZPUG Z St Bernard
D YHLNULUJZPXZKUOTRTFWAQ Whippet

Natural Eco Solutions

Home of the Marquis Spas
“The Ultimate Hot Tub Experience”

=)

2000 Commercial Ave, Anacortes, WA Serving Skagit, Whatcom
360-982-2115 « www.natural-eco-solutions.com and Island Counties
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Fidalgo Living

0424

g
Jill Sjolin

SERVING ANACORTES, SKAGIT VALLEY AND THE SAN JUAN ISLANDS

For 23 years Jill has provided her
clients with unparalleled levels of
service and expertise to make their
real estate dreams come true.

Call Jill today at 206-313-6563
www.JillSjolin.com

AUTO BODY.
"REPAIR® PAINT-

VSINSTANTSOUOTIES
VAOUALITY REPAIR
v-ALLE MAKESFRSMODELS

(360) 293-8080

1013 10TH ST, SUITE A, ANACORTES
WWW.SEASIDEAUTOBODY.COM

@ SERVING ALL OF

D Q i ’/ SKAGIT COUNTY
SCHEDULE TODAY

LANDSCAPING, LLC. AT 360-421-5151

COMPLETE LANDSCAPING SERVICES

? F?E
Decks, Drain Pipes, Fencing, Hardscape, Retaining Walls, Yard Maintenance

TR e

FLOORING

CONNECTIONS

DUCHATEAU | | DUCHATEAU

St

FAMILY OWNED | LOCAL BUSINESS

Bringing You The Finest Selection Of
Hardwood, Carpets, Tile, Luxury Vinyl,
Cabinets, Counter Tops & More...

9116 S. MARCH POINT RD., ANACORTES, WA

360-293-6000

www.flooringconnectionsinc.com

MON-FRI: 9AM - 5PM
SAT: 10AM - 3PM | SUN: CLOSED




