


Wildland Fire Evacuations 1980-2021

Community has >50% Indigenous population

Yes No/Unknown

Number of evacuees O 88000

68% of wildfire evacuation
events in Canada occur in the
boreal/hemi-boreal, making up
69% of wildfire evacuees
between 1980-2021.

4.9%

Canadian population
identifies as

Indigenous

42%

(583/1387)
of wildfire

evacuation events

between 1980-2021
were of

Communities with >50%
Indigenous population

¢ Christianson, Johnston,
et al. submitted



Stanley 157, SK
First Nation
4231 (846) evacuees

Hall Lake, SK
First Nation
1465 (293) evacuees

Black Lake, SK
First Nation
1007 (168) evacuees

Leaf Rapids, MB
Town
6007 (1201) evacuees

Split Lake 171, MB
6 First Nation
2891 (482) evacuees

Red Sucker Lake 1976, MB
7 First Nation

1955 (279) evacuees

Southend 200, SK
First Nation
2918 (584) evacuees

Qe

Pigeon Lake 138A, AB ’ Kasabonika Lake, ON
First Nation o 5 First Nation
310 (62) evacuees 1] { 2338 (468) evacuees
W
West Kelowna, BC 4 Webequie, ON
Municipal district/city > = 5 First Nation
14513 (2903) evacuees 1752 (350) evacuees

St. Theresa Point, MB
First Nation
3159 (451) evacuees

Summer Beaver, ON
First Nation
1164 (166) evacuees

Fort Hope 64, ON
First Nation
2011 (335) evacuees

Deer Lake, ON
First Nation
3204 (458) evacuees

Keewaywin, ON
First Nation
1401 (280) evacuees

Map grid: T Callout boxes: z : i
Vi) Location name, province/territory
Evacuation density / < > Number of evacuations Community type
1 2-5 6-12 13-24 25-33 Total number of evacuees (and average per evacuation)

Christianson, Johnston,
et al. submitted

Communities with
>50% Indigenous
population
Direct Threat

0%

~349 events

Smoke Only

35.7%

~208 events

Other/Unknown

3%

~25 events




https://yourforestpodcast.com/good-fire-podcast

Indigenous Cultural Burning

Indigenous peoples ‘sought to replace fires of

chance with fires of choice’ (Pyne, 2007, p. 23).
“cleaning the land”

Using fire to achieve specific cultural objectives

*“I didn’t set the forest on fire just for the sake of
burning, but so that I could return to hunt the
next year and live” (Ferguson, 1979, p.81).

P / v » Students from Charlebols Community School in Cumberiand
¥ S House, Saskatchewan working with N-28 trappers in
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Figure - Indigenous peoples demonstrating a prairie fire
start, 1903 (From the Provincial Archives of Alberta,
Edmonton)



Cultural Burning
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Cultural Severance

aka fire exclusion/
suppression

Wildfire management agencies
racialized ‘light burning’ and
delegitimized or erased
Indigenous peoples and
knowledge through three key
narratives: (1) Discrediting -
‘savage’ narrative; (2)
Downplaying - vanishing ‘Indian’
narrative; and (3) Erasure - terra
nulius narrative.

Vinyeta K. Under the guise of science: how the US
, Forest Service deployed settler colonial and racist
0 logics to advance an unsubstantiated fire suppression

*é : . 5 agenda. Environ Sociol. 2021:1-15
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What is the difference between cultural burning and prescribed fire?

PCA National Fire Management Plan and Prescribed Fire Standard Operating Procedure differentiate the two
practices.

*Nations may
have different
terms they
prefer to use.
For example,
the term cultural
burning can
have a strictly
ceremonial
meaning for
some Nations.
Local terms
should be used.

Indigenous/Cultural Fire*

Indigenous led around cultural
objectives, land stewardship

Creation of mosaics, reduces risk
Spiritual/ceremonial aspects

Indigenous knowledge-driven around
time to burn and techniques for burning

Generally, “slow cool burns” — fire we
can walk beside

Community roles / traditional
governance / community involvement

Ignition using traditional methods
More than fire
Living with the land

Prescribed Fire

» Agency/organization driven

» Objectives — usually hazard reduction or
ecological (including restoration)

» Production burning — as much in as little
time as possible

» Vary in intensity — including crown fire
replication

» Para-military structure, top-down approach,
bureaucratic

+ [gnition using accelerants
» Job
» Working off the land
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The Role of First Nations Guardians
in Wildfire Response & Management
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Home
Giving Thanks

Grounding the We Are Fire
Toolkit

Navigating the We Are Fire
Toolkit

Using Fire

Knowing Our Land

Understanding the Politics
of Fire

Moving Toward Fire
Reconciliation

Engaging in Indigenous-Led~
Fire Prescriptions

Disclaimers

Wearefire.ca

wearefire.ca A T8 B & = Sign in

Welcome to We Are
Fire

A Toolkit for Applying
Indigenous-Led Fire Practices
and Western Fire
Management in the. &
Saskatchewan Rive

tawaw kinanaw oma iskotew:
oma apacicikan oci ininiwak ka
nikanotak iskotéw kakétwam
itotamowina ékwa pakisimotak
iskotéw opimpanitowak ota
kisiskaciwani-sipiy maskéko
askiy

Listen.to Cree O
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